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Softball 


SEA GULLS ENJOY RECORD SEASON 


Softball at Salisbury State was never better than in 1995. 
The Sea Gulls, under second-year Head Coach Deanna 
Parks, set a school-record for victories, captured the con- 
ference championship, gained recognition in the national 
poll and challenged for a bid to the NCAA Division III Tour- 
nament. 

With seven returning starters entering the season, hopes 
were high as the Gulls opened play in the Methodist Col- 
lege Tournament on March 3. Despite a 2-2 record in that 
event, the Maroon and Gold provided a hint of what was to 
come by averaging nearly six runs in the four games. SSU 
moved quickly into its conference schedule and won four 
Of its first six against Capital Athletic Conference opponents. 

The turning point of the season came during the first week- 
end in April when the Gulls won two of three contests at the 
competitive Montclair State Tournament. That performance, 
which included an 8-4 win over Bridgewater State, the 1994 
national runner-up, moved the Gulls into the following 
weekend's CAC Tournament with plenty of confidence. 
Back-to-back wins over Catholic and Mary Washington 
earned the conference's newest member its first CAC title 
in its first year of eligibility. 

“We knew we could compete with the top teams in the 
conference,” said Parks. “We were also playing our best 
ball at the right time. Everybody in the lineup hit the ball 
hard that day.” 

With 17 wins coming out of the CAC Tournament, the 
team’s next goal was to secure the second 20-victory sea- 
son in school history. An eight-game winning streak down 
the home stretch quickly vaulted the Gulls past that mile- 
stone and also helped to topple the previous single-sea- 
son record of 22 wins. The victory surge also earned 
Salisbury a spot in the National Softball Coaches Associa- 
tion Division III rankings at No. 25 on May 1. The Sea Gulls 
remained in contention for one of the 24 berths to the NCAA 
Tournament, but fell just shy despite finishing with a 25-16 
record. 

“After winning the CAC in midseason, having a 20-win 
goal gave us more motivation,” said Parks. “Winning 20 
against this schedule is very respectable. I'm extremely 
pleased with our efforts.” 

The Gulls earned plenty of individual honors along the 
way in 1995. Junior catcher Jen Bowman was named CAC 
Player of the Year and finished with a .402 average for the 
year. Five other Sea Gulls also earned a spot on the all- 
conference first team: pitcher Lauren Spears, 2B Nicole 
Urban, SS Kara Burman, OF Kristin Heath and DH 
Danielle Urban. Third baseman Jen Dodson was named 
to the second team. Parks was honored as Coach of the 
Year. Bowman and Burman also earned second team all- 
Atlantic Region honors. 

The potent SSU lineup finished the year with a .335 team 
batting average and featured nine players who hit .300 or 
better. SSU also finished with a conference-leading aver- 
age of 7.7 runs per game. 


COACHING STAFF 


Deanna Parks, Head Coach 

A former NCAA Division | standout at Kent State 
University, Deanna Parks completed her sec- 
ond season as head coach of the Sea Gull soft- 
ball program in 1995. She led Salisbury to a 
school-record 25 wins and was named confer- 
ence Coach of the Year as SSU won the Capi- 
tal Athletic Conference championship. Parks 
joined the Sea Gulls in 1993 after serving as the assistant 
softball coach at Penn State University for one year. Prior to 
that, she was the assistant softball coach at her alma mater 
from 1988-91. Kent’s 1990 squad advanced to the College 
World Series and finished seventh in the nation. 

Parks, a native of Bethel Park, PA, is a 1988 graduate of 
Kent State, where she lettered in both softball and volleyball. 
She set or tied 15 KSU softball records during her career and 
earned first-team all-Mid American Conference honors as a 
senior. 

She still owns the KSU career records for home runs (11) 
and walks (79), and ranks among the all-time leaders in RBI, 
total bases, doubles, triples and hits. Parks also earned all- 
Mideast Region first-team status in 1987 and all-Mid Ameri- 
can Conference all-academic team recognition in 1988. 

The versatile Parks fills several other roles at SSU in addi- 
tion to her job as head softball coach. She also serves as 
head coach of the volleyball program and teaches classes in 
the Physical Education Department. Parks is a member of the 
Nationa! Softball Coaches Association as well as the Ameri- 
can Volleyball Coaches Association. 


Dr. Thomas Stitcher, Assistant Coach 

This year marked Dr. Tom Stitcher’s fourth sea- 
son as a valuable assistant with the Sea Gull 
program. In addition to his coaching duties, he 
also serves as a faculty member in SSU's Physi- 
cal Education Department and completed a 
lengthy tenure as the athletic department's fa- 
cilities coordinator last year. 

Stitcher has been a coach in the Wicomico County Recre- 
ation Department's Women's Summer League for the last 10 
years. His 1992 squad enjoyed unparalleled success, winning 
the championship of the ASA Class D, Central Atlantic Re- 
gion, and advancing to the national tournament in Eugene, 
OR. Stitcher’s squad placed ninth in the nation among the 62 
squads competing at the tournament. 

Stitcher is a 1975 graduate of the University, where he also 
earned his master’s degree in 1977. He earned his doctorate 
degree from the University of North Texas in 1989. 


SSU WINS CAC CROWN 


Salisbury State University became the eighth member of the 
Capital Athletic Conference on June 10, 1993, joining Catho- 
lic, Gallaudet, Goucher, Mary Washington, Marymount, St. 
Mary's and York. The Sea Gulls, ineligible for the 1994 softball 
championship due to schedule limitations, made their first sea- 
son of eligibility in 1995 one to remember by winning the soft- 
ball championship. 


Name 
Angela Mangone 
Danielle Urban 
Michele Shiles 
Laura Heath 
Kara Burman 

* Jen Bowman 
Jessica Hopson 

10 Traci Coleman 

11 Nicole Urban 

12 Tracy Layfield 

13 * Heather Mcintosh 

14 Kristin Heath 


CoHrMAwWA= 


15 Michelle Brosius 
16 Becky Keller 
17 Lauren Spears 


18 Jen Dodson 
19 Jen Vickery 
20 Deana Shaner 


* Captains 


1995 SEA GULL ROSTER » 


Hometown 

Toms River, NJ 
Salisbury, MD 
Mardela Springs, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Woodbury Hgts, NJ 
Greensboro, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Reisterstown, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Pittsville, MD 
Hagerstown, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
College Park, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Crownsville, MD 
Mardela Springs, MD 
Glen Burnie, MD 
Salisbury, MD 


High School 
Toms River 
Parkside 
Parkside 
Parkside 
Gateway 
North Caroline 
Parkside 

Mt. DeSales 
Parkside 
Parkside 
South Hagerstown 
Parkside 

E. Roosevelt 
Parkside 

Old Mill 
Mardela 

North East 
Wicomico 


PLAYER PROFILES 


Jen Bowman 

Catcher 

Greensboro, MD 

The 1995 Capital Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year...Earned second team 
all-Atlantic Region honors...Finished the 
season with a team-leading .402 batting 
average... Topped the Gulls in hits (53), runs (40) and 
RBI (38)...Outstanding all-around athlete who always 
has an impact on the game, either offensively or 
defensively...Heads-up player who makes things hap- 
pen on the field. 


Becky Keller 

Catcher/Outfield 

Salisbury, MD 

A strong power threat with each at- 
bat...Led the Gulls with 10 doubles in 95, 
while finishing second in home runs (5) and 
RBI (36)...Also finished tops on the team 
with 18 walks while hitting .368...Has even greater of- 
fensive potential...Very versatile defensive player who 
saw action in four different positions in 1995...Earned 
third team all-Atlantic Region honors. 


sees Kara Burman 

Shortstop 

Woodbury Heights, NJ 

Anchors the infield defense and makes the 
difficult plays appear effortless at 
shortstop...Enjoyed a strong offensive sea- 
son in ’95, finishing second on the team 
with a .384 batting average...Finished tied for the team 
lead in runs (40) while finishing second in hits 
(48)...Named to all-conference first team and all-Atlan- 
tic Region second team...A natural athlete who works 
hard and loves to play the game. 


Tracy Layfield 

Pitcher 

Salisbury, MD 

Enjoyed a strong sophomore season, post- 
ing a 10-4 record on the mound...Tied with 
teammate Lauren Spears for victories while 
also leading the conference in winning 
percentage in 1995...Was the winning pitcher in SSU’s 
10-5 CAC championship game win over Mary 
Washington...Finished the season with a 2.63 
ERA...Also helps the team offensively as a strong left- 
handed swinger...Hit .303 with two home runs and 15 
runs scored. 


SEA GULL HONOR ROLL 


MVPs COACHES AWARD 
1980 Robin Tyler (recognizing academic excellence) 


1981 Sissy Natoli 1987 Kristy Keil 
1982 Carolyn Huston/ 1988 Debbie Scott 
Pam Gonce 1989 Karen Sipple 
1983 Cindy Zile 1990 Jane Cleveland 
1984 Donna Headlee 1991 Saundra Miller 
1985 Terri Timmons 1992 Sandy Lawless 
1986 Dawn Taylor 1993 Sonja Akers 
1987 Jodi Yingling 1994 Melissa Manz 
1988 Tina DeJaco/ 1995 Heather Mcintosh 
Jodi Yingling MORRISON AWARD 


1989 Terri Sharpless See 
4990 Kristy Keil (for dedication to the game) 


14991 Saundra Miller/ 1989 Terri Sharpless/Karen Sipple 


Sharrey Hammond Bee pee ca 
1992 Dianne Racine Sep ail sais 
1993 Sandy Lawless estes 


; : 1993 (not awarded) 
1994 Dianne Racine 
1995 Lauren Spears 1994 Heather Mcintosh 


1995 Deana Shaner 
MOST IMPROVED 


1987 Laura Fisher 1992 Heather Mcintosh 
1988 Diane Bickford 1993 Laura Heath 
1989 Kristy Keil 1994 Michelle Brosius 
1990 Saundra Miller 1995 Kristin Heath 
1991 Yvette Hess 


QUICK FACTS 
Location .. .. Salisbury, Maryland 
Founded .. . 1925 
Enrollment w+ 6,045 
President . jomas Bellavance 
Colors... .. Maroon & Gold 


INICKIIAING 'o. se cscaspasccontes apateconiosasssensusntnrer enemies Sea Gulls 
Affiliation .. NCAA Division III 
Conference . . Capital Athletic (CAC) 
Home Field.. .... Sea Gull Field 
Surface... .. All-dirt (infield) 


Grass (outfield) 
Dr. Michael Vienna 
«- (410) 548-3503 
.. (410) 546-2639 


Director of Athletics 
Athletics Dept. Phone .. 
Athletics Dept. Fax .. 


Sports Information Director . Paul Ohanian 
Sports Info. Phone .. (410) 543-6016 
Sports Info. Fax . .. (410) 543-6068 


Head Coach ... 
Alma Mater . 
Record at School .. 
Career Record ... 
Coach's Phone .. 

Assistant Coach . 

1995 Record 


Deanna Parks 
. Kent State ('88) 
37-31, 2 years 
Sau (same) 
.. (410) 543-6352 
.Dr. Thomas Stitcher 
25-16 


1995 GAME-BY-GAME RESULTS 
Final Record: 25-16 CAC Record: 5-3 

Date Opponent W/L Score Record 
3-3. m Christopher Newport [fs 9-1 0-1 
3-3. m Ursinus WwW 11-6 1-1 
3-3 =m Shenandoah W 9-4 2-1 
3-4 =m Western Maryland iL. 12-2 2-2 
KD Al GALLAUDET w 13-3 3-2 
ies GALLAUDET Ww 10-0 4-2 
3-10 * MARY WASHINGTON L 2-1 4-3 
3-10 * MARY WASHINGTON W 6-2 5-3 
3-13 * Catholic Ww 9-5 6-3 
3-13 * Catholic L 4-3 6-4 
3-17 v Christopher Newport L 9-6 6-5 
3-17 v Methodist Ww 5-3 7-5 
3-17 v Mary Washington 1 4-2 7-6 
3-18 v Virginia Wesleyan WwW 16-7 8-6 
3-20 Chowan bs 6-5 8-7 
3-20 Chowan L 9-0 8-8 
3-21 Christopher Newport E 8-7 8-9 
3-21 Christopher Newport L 8-0 8-10 
3-29 WESLEY Ww 23-3 9-10 
3-29 WESLEY Ww 15-0 10-10 
3-31 t William Paterson W 8-7 11-10 
3-31 t Bridgewater WwW 8-4 12-10 
4-1 t Cortland State L 8-0 12-11 
4-3 Washington Ww 12-8 = 13-11 

4-3 Washington Ww W-100 14-11 

| 46 * York L 6-2 14-12 

| 46 °* York Ww 8-4 915-12 
48 Catholic (CAC) Ww 7-2 16-12 
4-8 Mary Washington (CAC) W 10-5 17-12 
4-12 WILMINGTON L 5-3 17-13 
4-12 WILMINGTON L 9-6 17-14 
4-15 GOLDEY BEACOM Ww 4-1 18-14 
4-15 GOLDEY BEACOM W 8-5 19-14 
4-21 MOLLOY Ww 10-1 20-14 
4-21 MOLLOY WwW 9-1 21-14 

| 4-28 Richard Stockton Ww 14-5 22-14 

| 4-28 Richard Stockton W 14-8 23-14 

| 4-29 William Paterson W 7-3 24-14 
4-29 William Paterson WwW 6-4 25-14 
5-3 MONTCLAIR STATE L 2-0 25-15 
5-3 MONTCLAIR STATE L 8-1 25-16 
Home games - CAPS 

| * CAC game 

| m Methodist College Tournament 
v_ Virginia Wesleyan Tournament 

| t Montclair State Tournament 
ON THE COVER: 1995 Capital Athletic Conference Player of 


the Year Jen Bowman. The junior catcher/third baseman hit .402 
for the season and was also named to the all-Atlantic Region 
second team. 


